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Dear Teachers,

When the weather turns cold, we begin turning our attention to Thanksgiving and
all that we are thankful for.  Our health and the health of those we hold dear, definitely
tops most of our lists during this unusual time.

Thanksgiving was a celebration of the success of our nation’s first immigrants.
They were grateful for the friendships they made with the Native Americans,  who
shared their immense knowledge with these newcomers. We still have many who seek
a better life and look to those who reside in the United States to provide guidance and
support.  Our book of the month, Dreamers by Yuyi Morales, speaks to that need all
immigrants seek.

This autobiographical book tells the story of a mother immigrating to the United
States while not knowing the language or the country’s customs.  Despite moving to an
entirely foreign country, the main character discovers the wonder of a library and
teaches herself to learn the native language and write her story.  Many children we
teach are immigrants or are children of immigrants and they all have their story to tell.
These stories help us to have empathy for and learn from each other.  This is not about
the “dreamers” who are undocumented immigrants brought to the United States as
children, but dreamers in the sense that all immigrants carry hopes and dreams to build
a better future.   This beautifully illustrated book shows us the wonderful colors of
Mexico and encourages us to be resilient in all we do.

Resilience is vital for all of us, as we collectively face the adversity of the
coronavirus.  We teach in-person and virtually every day to give our children the best
learning experience possible.  We are doing more than we ever have imagined, but
teaching is a vocation that moves our society forward. That is what  we are most
grateful for.

Thankfully,

Karen, Jodi and Diana


